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25.1 Newsletter sent prior to DCO submission

Hello,

I'n writing to you to provide am updete on our plans tor Heckington Fen Soler Park.

Between 30 June to 1 September 2022, we formally consulted on plans for a new solar park
located near Heckington.

I'd like to scry a big thank you to everyones that came to our virtual or in-person events, as well as
those who goave us their views.

Since our formeal consultation closed, we made several small localised changes to the project,
mainly for engineerning reasons. We've:

1 Mmed&mmumemnmtmﬂtmmﬂmmveﬂmo!ﬂemmmyﬂmrm
biodiversity net gain - predominately in the southern and western parts of the site — allowing
this lerrd to rernein in crable agricultusel uss.

*  Reduced the height of the panels from 4.5 to 3.5 metres and finalised that they will be fived,
rather thon rotesting.

*  Ruled out having overhead lines across the solar pork site.
«  Opted for a single, central substation located further areray from properties.
*  Relocated the substetion amd energy storage (further away from properties).

*  Reduced the physical size of the equipment. including contoainers, inverters and transformers,
but hoave increased the overall numbers.

«  Incorporated water tanks ond associated infrastructure into our plons.

*  Reduced the area redquired for the grid connection between the solar pork and Bicker Fen
Substertion by refining the cable route and points of access, further from properties and the

Farrn Shop.
We recently completed a further (targeted) consultation where we have increased the order

limits, predominantly around the site entrance and the grid connection route, this consultation
closed December 2022.




Next steps

We're now expecting to submit our application
to the Planning Inspectorate in February 2023,

How to get involved

«  Pre-examination - If our application
is aocepted for examination, you'll then be
able to register with the Plonning
Inspectorate as an ‘Interested Party’ (to
receive updates and get invalved in the
sxcmination).

«  Examination - If you register as an
Interested Party, you'll be invited to provide
more details about your views. Comprissd
metinly of public hearings (some of which
mary be wirtual), this stoge takes up to six
months.

il

Where to find out more

You com find further information and details
af the site's progress at:
www.ecotricity.co.uk/our-green-energy,
heckington-fen-solar-park

The Planning Inspectorate’s advics notes con
be accessed free of charge electronically at
the National Infrastrocture Planning Portal
{under Heckington Fen Solar Park,

551 advics): https://infrastructure.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ projects/
east-midlands/heckington-fen-solar-park/




25.2 Update in Heckington Living magazine

“Fighting the
climate crisis

Plans for Heckington Fen Solar progress

by Lawra White

ritish green electricity company submitted

proposals for a mew solar park - also knowmn as sum

parks - at Heckington Fen im February 2023, If built,
it could power more than 100,000 homes with renewable
energy and save over 75,000 tonnes of harmful emissions
each year.

Simce unvedling its plans in 2021, the project team has
carried out three rounds of consultation, delivering a ramge of
in-person public exhibitions at Heckington, Bicker and at last
year's Hackington Show, as well as a number of online events.

At the end of each of these consultation rounds, all the
responses and reguests were considered and adjustments
to the scheme were made where appropriate and feasible.

Ecotricity commissioned an independent report which
found that owver half of the site is low quality agricultural
land but if built, the land around the solar panels will be
grazed as pasture by a shepherd, allowing it to remain in
agricultural use.

The report outlining the practical elements of farming
the site fwhich is contained in the Envircnmental Statement
accompanying the application) provides details on the
constraints of heawvy soils, blackgrass infestation, and a
general susceptibility to wetness, which constrain current
farming activities. The document is available on our
website: httpswwwoecotricity.co.uk/our-green-energy,’
heckington-fen-solar-park-consultation

The proposed development has an operational life of
four decades, at the end of which the site would be able to
retum to arable production.

Overall the solar park will deliver a significant amount
of biodiversity net gain as it incorporates a community
orchard, offsets to watercourses, new hedgerows and
additional grassland planting.

In response to the consultation and as a result of the
project’s design evolution, Ecotricity has also reduced the
owverall height of the solar panels by a metre and determined
that they will be fixed, rather than tracking the sun. These
changes factor ina 1 in 1,000-year extremne weather event, as
wiell as climate change’s impact on flooding.

Ecotricity has also opted for underground, rather than
overhead, cables and a single, central substation, located
approximately 1.3 km away from the nearest residential
properties.

Furthermore, the company has refined the grid
connection cable comdor to Bicker Fen Substation, which
exits the solar park to the east (rather than the south near
the Farm Shop), crossing the A17, the South Forty Foot
Drrain and raiklway, before continuing almaost due south to
Bicker. Triton Knoll's access track has been included in the
‘Order Limits' iwhereby development is allowed) to ensure
this can accessed by construction vehicles for the offsite
cable works.



Mext steps

Mow Ecotricity has considerad all the feedback received
during the rounds of consultation, the plans hawe been
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, which will review
them on behalf of the Secretary of State fior Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). This will ensure they
meet the requirements to be accepted for ‘Examination’

The submitted application can be viewed on the
Planning Inspectorate’s website at: httpsy/infrastructure.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/east-midlands/
heckimgton-fen-solar-park’.

It sits alongside other key documents, including the
Comsultation Report and Environmental Statement, which
show how due regard of comments made during the
consultation and detail studies completed to date have
been taken into accoumnt.

The project has mow entered the ‘Pre-Examination stage’
where anyone can register as an Interested Party’ to make a
relevant representation, which is a written summary of their
views on am application.

All Interested parties will then be invited to attend a
Preliminary Meeting, which will be run and chaired by the
Planning Inspectorate. There is no formal timescale for this
stage but it usually takes around three months. The local
planning awthorities will then submit a Local Impact Report,
providing their views on the proposed development.

Following this submission, the Planning Inspectorate will
hawe up to six months to carry out the Examination, where
they will invite interested parties to provide views and
Comments in writing.

We

Email:

Power Generation

After the Examination closes, the Planning Inspectorate
willl have three manths to prepare a repart on the
application for the Secretary of State for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), imduding a recommendation.
That Secretary of State then has a further three months
to make the decision on whether to grant or refuse
development consent.

Ecotricity was founded im 1995 by Dale Vince as the world's
first green energy company. Our mission is to end the wuse
of fossil fuels. The best way to do this is to give people an
altermative — green energy. We're committed to minimising
diimate change through the development of renewable
energy generation, like Heckington Fen. These projects help
reduce the UK's reliance on fossil fuels and suppart the UK's
ambitions to become a net energy exporter.

Dale Wince, founder of Ecotricity, says: “We can power the
whiole of Britain and become energy independent just by
harnassing our abundant sources of remewable energy. We
need to public money for this, no subsidies to burden ouwr
energy bills with. Our proposed sum park at Heckington Fen
is an excellent example of what can be done.

“Ecotricity is committed to building projects like this
- that contribute to Britain's journey towards net zero
emissions and which can be good neighbours for their
entire operating lives.

“We create projects that deliver benefits for people and
the planet. The feedback we received is vital in helping us
shape and improve our planning application. Thank you to
everyone who has taken part im our consultations on this
sun park”
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